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Welcome Back


Last session recap
We learned AI is everywhere, and 
everyone’s secretly using it to write emails.

Have you tried having it polish your emails 
yet?


POP QUIZ
What do you think is the most 
commonly used AI platform?
There are so many out there, what do you think 
is the most popular one?



Is it real????
A quick game to see if you can tell the real AI platforms from the fake.

Claude REAL

At this point AI startup names are generated by spinning a wheel full of random nouns.

Perplexity REAL

TaskGoblin AI FAKE

GrammarlyGO REAL

VisionForgeX FAKE

Otter.ai REAL



Poll
What have you used AI for since the last Clear Skies?


Summarize a meeting


Rewrite an email


Brainstorm ideas


Analyze a spreadsheet


Draft social content



During our first session, we focused on 
understanding what AI is and why it matters. 

Today we’re shifting into the practical side:
How businesses are actually using AI, where it’s helping, where it still struggles, 

and how organizations can start building smarter workflows around it. 

At this point I’d like to hand things over to my Vanna White, Jim.

Yes, you, Jim.



AI to Plan a Trip
An Excellent Beginner’s Step into AI

Prompting:
The more context you give upfront, the less back-and-forth you need. A great first prompt is less like a Google search 
and more like briefing a really smart travel agent. 

- Hard Logistics First
- Star and End Point
- Exact dates

- State Your Interests Specifically
- Don't just say "fun things." The more specific, the better 

- State Your Preferences AND Your Reasoning
- When the AI understands the why, it can make smarter judgment calls throughout the entire planning process — 

not just follow a rule blindly. 
-  Define Your Tolerances

- Help the AI understand your limits and flexibility.  This turns vague preferences into something the AI can actually 
calculate with.

-  Invite the AI to Ask Questions
- Define the Geographic Scope



AI to Plan a Trip

Weak Prompt: "Plan a road trip for me"

Strong Prompt: << Let’s take a look at Hatz.ai >>

http://hatz.ai


AI to Plan a Trip

Tips for Using AI to Plan Trips:

- It's a Conversation, Not a Search Engine
- It Combines Research AND Planning in One Place
- Be willing to push back 
- Give your reasoning, not just your preference 
- Ask it to flag potential problems 
- Ask for options, not just answers 
- Use it to stress-test your own plan 
- Ask follow-up questions freely 



AI to Plan a Trip

Trip Planning Adjacent:
- Car Prep Checklist
- To-Do List
- Fuel Planning
- Budget Planning
- Money-Saving Tips Specific to Your Trip
- Contingency Planning (Rainy day backups)
- Road Trip Playlist / Podcast Strategy
- Customized Packing Lists
- Apps to Download Before You Leave
- Home Prep Checklist



Using AI to Help with Spreadsheets
What I already Had:

Why Use AI?
● You have something that works, but you need 

it to work better. 
● Turn hard coded values into a formula



Starting Simple — Just Fix My Formula



I Changed My Mind — New Layout Needed
Before:



I Changed My Mind — New Layout Needed
After:



When AI Gets It Wrong

This is the most important lesson. It took multiple attempts — and one bug required inspecting hidden data to find.



Knowing When to Do It Yourself

I knew my data better than AI did. The right move is to take what AI gives you and finish it yourself when needed



Final Results



Key Takeaways

AI didn’t build my spreadsheet for me — it collaborated with me to build something better than I would have built alone.



Real Life: Claude is confused



POLL AND QUIZ RESULTS



What’s On Your Mind?


Questions, comments, concerns?

Ongoing disputes with your office printer, or AI hallucinations?

Let’s gab.



Thank You for Joining Us

AI is evolving fast — thank you for learning with us.


